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SUBJECT: USS VALDEZ VISIT TO BISSAU 

1 . USS VALDEZ VISIT TO BISSAU, REPUBLIC OF GUINEA-BISSAU 
FEBRUARY 8-11, 1978, WAS COMPLETE SUCCESS, FULFILLING EMBASSY'S 
HOPES THAT EVENT WOULD BE PUBLIC STATEMENT BY GOGB THAT US-GB 
RELATIONS ARE NORMAL, CORDIAL, AND IMPROVING. MEDIUM WAS MORE 
THAN MERE MESSAGE, HOWEVER, AND SHOULD RESULT IN BETTER EMBASSY 
RELATIONS WITH GOGB OFFICIALS (INCLUDING MILITARY) AND INCREASED 
AWARENESS AMONG PUBLIC OF UNITED STATES AS FRIENDLY MAJOR POWER 
RATHER THAN BROODING IMPERIALIST NEMESIS. FULL REPORT FOLLOWS BY 
AIRGRAM. 

2. EMBASSY/MFA ARRANGED PROGRAM BEGAN TO DISINTEGRATE 
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ALMOST IMMEDIATELY UPON ARRIVAL OF VALDEZ ANT MOUTH OF 
RIVER CHANNEL. FOR NEXT THREE DAYS, PROGRAM WAS IN- 
CREASINGLY AD HOC. ACTIVITIES INCLUDED RECEPTION AT 
RESIDENCE, BUFFET DINNER ABOARD VALDEZ, AND FORMAL 
DINNER FOR OFFICERS OF SHIP HOSTED BY SENIOR GUINEA-BISSAU 
MILITARY OFFICER. SPORTS ACTIVITIES WERE GREAT SUCCESS: 

SOCCER, TENNIS, AND BASKETBALL, WITH LARGE CROWD (BY 
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LOCAL STANDARDS) EVEN GATHERING TO WATCH VALDEZ BASKET-BALL TEAM PRAC 
TICE. 

3. ALTHOUGH WE AND VALDEZ HAD PLANNED PUBLIC AND VIP 
VISITS AS CENTERPIECE OF PROGRAM, LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS AND 
MFA HESITATION (SEE BELOW) CUT DOWN NUMBER OF VISITORS. 

HOWEVER, A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF VISITING DID OCCUR AND 
RELJXED AND HOSPITABLE ATTITUDE OF VALDEZ CREW COMBINED 
WITH IMPRESSIVENESS OF SHIP ITSELF CREATED MUCH FAVORABLE TALK 
IN BISSAU. 

4. GOGB ATTITUDE WAS SOMEWHAT GUARDED AND HESITANT BUT 

WE HAVE IMPRESSION THIS WAS DUE LARGELY TO FEAR THEY COULD NOT 
PROPERLY MANAGE TOO MANY EVENTS. MANY PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS WE 
MADE WERE REFUSED OR NEVER ACTED UPON. 

NUMEROUS OFFICIALS, FROM MFA CONTROL OFFICER TO PRESIDENT OF 
REPUBLIC, APOLOGIZED FOR HITCHES, PROBLEMS, AND DELAYS AND ASKED 
FOR FORBEARANCE ON OUR PART, STATING THAT THEY WERE NEW 
COUNTRY WITH LITTLE EXPERIENCE, AND "WOULD DO BETTER NEXT 
TIME". OFFICIAL ATTITUDES APPEARED TO WARM UP AS DAYS 
PASSED. AND WE HAVE IMPRESSION THAT GOGB ELEVATED ITS PARTICI- 
PATION AT END, I.E. FINAL NIGHT COCKTAIL-RECEPTION CHANGED 
WITHOUT INFORMING US TO FORMAL DINNER WITH ENTERTAINMENT, 

AND PRESIDENT CABRAL REQUESTED THAT CAPTAIN OF VALDEZ CALL ON HIM. 
CERTANLY, OUR "FRIENDS" IN THE GOVERNMENT WERE DELIGHTED, AND NEW 
CONTACTS APPEARED BEMUSED TO FIND THAT HE US DEVIL WAS IN 
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FACT A LIKEABLE AND FRIENDLY BEASTY, MORE AN ENGLISH SHEEP 
DOG THAN A DOBERMAN PINSCHER. 

5. PUBLIC REACTION WAS VERY OPEN AND FRIENDLY. AND VALDEZ 
SAILORS REPORTED MANY LOW-KEY, RELAXED CONTACTS WITH THE 
ORDINARY MAN-IN-THE-STREET. (FYI DAKAR: VALDEZ' SAILORS 
UNANIMOUSLY JUDGED BISSAU A BETTER LIBERTY TOWN THAN 
DAKAR. PEOPLE WERE FRIENDLY, SOPRTS EVENTS WERE 

MORE FUN, AND ABSENCE OF BEGGARS, THIEVES, AND GENERAL 
HARRASSMENT FAVORABLY REMARKED UPON.) 

6. CONTRAST WITH BEHAVOIR OF SOVIET WARSHIP WHICH VISITED 
BISSAU LAST YEAR IS SUBJECT OF MUCH TALK IN TOWN (SOVIET SHIP 
ARRIVED AND LEFT, AND IN BETWEEN SAT IN HARBOR WITH NO 
CONTACT BETWEEN CREW AND CITY.) 

7. EVENT ITSELF IS MAJOR DEVELOPMENP IN US-GB RELATIONS 
AS IT CONSTITUTED PUBLIC STATEMENT BY GOGB THAT USG 
NO LONGER ENEMY. GOGB ACCEPTANCE OF USG ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE HAS ALREADY LED TO CORDIAL WORKING RELATIONS 

WITH MANY IN GOVERNMENT, UT VALDEZ VISIT OFFERED OPPORTUNITY FOR 
CONTACT WITH OTHER ELEMENTS, NOTABLY 
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MILITARY. 

8. IN SUM, VALDEZ VISIT WAS TEXTBOOK EXAMPLE OF SHOWING 
THE FLAG IN PURSUIT OF BETTER BILATERAL RELATIONS. THE OPPOR 
TUNITY AND TIMING WERE RIGHT AND THE PROFESSIONAL AND PER- 
SONAL BEHAVIOR OF CREW BROUGHT IT OFF BEAUTIFULLY. OUR 
COMPLIMENTS TO CAPTAIN JACOBSEN AND THE OFFICERS AND 
MEN OF THE USS VALDEZ. 
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